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IMPACT OF THE CONSULTATIVE PROCESS ON  
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

 
       
1. Since its first meeting in 2000, the Consultative Process (CP) has helped the 

international community to gain a deeper understanding of the main ocean-related 
global challenges, and has produced work of particular relevance in the context of 
sustainable development. The purpose of this document is to assess the extent of 
such relevance and, in particular, to address the impact of the first nine meetings of 
the Consultative Process on the international agenda, based on the connections 
between the outcomes of the CP meetings and some of the milestone documents in 
sustainable development, namely: Agenda 21; the Johannesburg Programme of 
Implementation (JPOI); the Barbados Programme of Action (BPoA); and the 
Mauritius Strategy of Implementation (MSI).  

 
A.   Responsible fisheries and illegal, unregulated and unreported fisheries (2000) 
2. The CP stressed the importance of developing a comprehensive international plan of 

action to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) 
fishing. The General Assembly recalled the importance of the assessment, 
conservation, management and sustainable use of fish stocks for the sustainable 
management of oceans and seas, and urged states to continue to develop an 
international plan of action on IUU fishing.  

 
3. The JPOI, Agenda 21, BPoA and MSI all concur on the importance of combating 

IUU, by eliminating subsidies that contribute to IUU (JPOI), and by establishing 
effective monitoring, reporting and enforcement, and control of fishing vessels 
(MSI). The three documents also agree on the importance of strengthening national 
and regional sustainable and responsible fisheries management mechanisms, by 
promoting sustainable harvesting and processing of fishery resources, and by 
supporting the sustainable development of aquaculture. 

 
B.   Economic and social impacts of marine pollution and degradation, especially 

in costal areas (2000) 
4. The CP highlighted the importance of assessing the economic, social and 

environmental impacts of future development programmes on the marine 
environment. The General Assembly called upon the need for the IMO and FAO to 
address the issue from land-based and ship-generated sources of pollution, as a 
matter of priority.  

 
5. The JPOI, Agenda 21, BPoA and MSI all concur on the importance of addressing 

these issues. In particular, the JPOI urges the implementation of the conventions of 
the International Maritime Organization (IMO) relating to the protection of the 
marine environment from pollution; and both the JPOI and BPoA suggest assisting 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS) with the development and implementation of 
integrated coastal zone management plans.  
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C.  Marine science and the development and transfer of marine technology as 
mutually agreed, including capacity-building (2001) 

6. The CP underscored the importance of marine science and its supporting 
technologies, and invited an enhanced international and regional cooperation and 
dialogue. The General Assembly called upon States to promote and facilitate marine 
scientific research and cooperation.  

 
7. The JPOI, Agenda 21, BPoA and MSI all concur on the importance of addressing 

these issues. In particular, the JPOI underlines the importance of building capacity 
in marine science through, inter alia, promoting the use of environmental impact 
assessments. The JPOI also stresses the need to increase scientific and technical 
collaboration, including the appropriate transfer of marine science, technologies and 
techniques for the conservation and management of living and non-living marine 
resources. Likewise, the MSI calls upon the international community to provide 
technical and financial support for Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission 
marine science programmes that are of particular relevance to SIDS. 

 
D.   Coordination and cooperation in combating piracy and armed robbery at sea 
(2001) 
8. The CP urged States and relevant organizations to consider their policies and 

programmes to prevent piracy and armed robbery at sea, and invited them to provide 
a proper framework for response to these crimes. The General Assembly urged all 
States and relevant international bodies to do so in collaboration with the IMO. 

 
9. The issues of piracy and armed robbery are not primarily addressed in either the 

JPOI, or the BPoA, or the MSI.  
 
E.   Protection and preservation of the marine environment (2002) 
10. The CP emphasized the need to improve information systems and invited Member 

States to organize information management systems. The General Assembly invited 
all relevant agencies to review their arrangements for collecting such information 
and data.  

 
11. The JPOI, Agenda 21, BPoA and MSI all concur on the importance of addressing 

these issues. In particular, the BPoA underscores the importance of developing 
regional clearing-houses for coastal and marine environmental information to 
facilitate the collection, synthesis and sharing of relevant information, knowledge 
and experience among SIDS in a structured and systematic way. Furthermore, 
Agenda 21 invites States to take preventive, precautionary and anticipatory 
approaches so as to avoid degradation of the marine environment, as well as to 
reduce the risk of long-term or irreversible adverse effects upon it. 

 
F.  Capacity-building, regional cooperation and coordination, and integrated ocean 

management, as cross-cutting issues to address ocean affairs, such as marine 
science and the transfer of technology, sustainable fisheries, the degradation of 
the marine environment and the safety of navigation (2002) 
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12. The CP addressed the importance of building capacities for integrated management 
of oceans and seas. The General Assembly recognized the importance of such 
coordination and cooperation.  

 
13. The JPOI, Agenda 21, BPoA and MSI all concur on the importance of addressing 

these issues. The BPoA outlined a list of actions to be taken; the MSI focused part of 
its attention on the need to develop national capacities to monitor, conserve and 
manage coral reefs and associated ecosystems. 

 
G.   Safety of navigation, including capacity-building for the production of nautical 

charts (2003) 
14. The CP recognized the importance of an effective maritime infrastructure and 

administration to the safety of navigation, and urged the establishment of 
institutional and legal frameworks to achieve this end. The General Assembly 
encouraged States to ratify or accede to international agreements and to adopt the 
necessary measures.  

 
15. The issues of safety of navigation and capacity-building for the production of 

nautical charts are not primarily addressed in either the JPOI, or the BPoA, or the 
MSI.  

 
H.   Protection of vulnerable marine ecosystems (2003) 
16. The CP noted that the key to the protection of vulnerable marine ecosystems was to 

manage effectively the threats to, and impacts on, those ecosystems, and to improve 
the implementation of international agreements. The General Assembly called upon 
all States to cooperate and take measures on this issue.  

 
17. The JPOI, Agenda 21, BPoA and MSI all concur on the importance of addressing 

these issues. The JPOI invites actions at all levels in accordance with international 
law to ensure the sustainable development of the oceans, including, inter alia, 
maintaining the productivity and biodiversity of important and vulnerable marine 
and coastal areas. Special focus is placed on strengthening joint management plans 
and international networking for wetland ecosystems in coastal zones, including 
coral reefs, mangroves, seaweed beds and tidal mud flats. The BPoA and MSI also 
underscore the importance of developing national capacities to monitor costal and 
marine resources including wetlands, coral reefs and associated ecosystems. 

 
I.  New sustainable uses of the oceans, including the conservation and management 

of the biological diversity of the seabed in areas beyond national jurisdiction 
(2004) 

18. The CP called for urgent consideration to integrate and improve the management of 
risks to the marine biodiversity both within and beyond national jurisdiction. The 
General Assembly encouraged States to jointly develop and promote contingency 
plans for responding to pollution incidents.  
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19. The JPOI, Agenda 21, BPoA and MSI all concur on the importance of addressing 
these issues. Agenda 21 binds States to commit themselves to the conservation and 
sustainable use of marine living resources under national jurisdiction. The JPOI 
stresses the importance of maintaining the productivity and biodiversity of 
important and vulnerable marine and coastal areas, including in areas within and 
beyond national jurisdiction. Whilst the MSI invites further work on the assessment 
of living and non-living seabed resources within national jurisdictions. 

 
J.  Fisheries and their contribution to sustainable (2005) 
20. The CP underscored the importance on ensuring responsible fisheries, enhancing the 

contribution of small- scaled fisheries to poverty alleviation; enhancing the 
opportunities for sustainable development. The General Assembly called upon 
States to further implement the agreements and instruments relating to the 
sustainable management and use of fishery stocks.  

 
21. The JPOI, Agenda 21, BPoA and MSI all concur on the importance of addressing 

these issues. Agenda 21 calls on States to take effective action to ensure that 
fisheries are managed in accordance with the provision of the UNCLOS; and further 
identifies activities to reduce post-harvest losses and wastage, and to improve 
techniques of processing, distribution and transportation. Following Agenda 21, the 
JPOI focuses especially on greater coordination and cooperation amongst regional 
fisheries and other regional organizations to ensure the responsible administration of 
fisheries. The BPoA and MSI also stress these issues, and underscore the need to 
prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, and to 
manage fishing capacity.  

 
K. Marine Debris (2005) 
22. The CP proposed to urge States to integrate the issue of marine debris into national 

strategies and encourage close cooperation and coordination to address the issue of 
lost and discarded fishing gear and related marine debris.  

 
23. The JPOI, Agenda 21, BPoA and MSI all concur on the importance of addressing 

these issues. In particular, Agenda 21 calls for the adoption of precautionary 
measures, environmental impact assessments, clean production techniques, 
recycling, waste audits and minimization, construction and/or improvement of 
sewage treatment facilities, quality management criteria for the proper handling of 
hazardous substances, and a comprehensive approach to damaging impacts from air, 
land and water. Consistent with the above, the MSI underscores the importance of 
strengthening the control of the transboundary movement of hazardous wastes, 
promoting sustainable waste management, and reducing the quantity of waste 
disposed of at sea.  

 
L. Ecosystem approaches and oceans (2006) 
24. The CP agreed that the ecosystem approaches to oceans management should be 

focused on managing human activities in order to maintain and restore ecosystem 
health to sustain goods and environmental services, provide social and economic 
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benefits for food security, and sustain livelihoods in support of international 
development goals. The General Assembly encouraged States to give due priority to 
the implementation JPOI, in relation to achieving sustainable fisheries.   

 
25. The JPOI, Agenda 21, BPoA and MSI all concur on the importance of addressing 

these issues. In particular, the JPOI – in accordance with chapter 17 of Agenda 21 – 
urges the need to promote the conservation and management of the oceans through 
actions at all levels; and also calls for the development and use of diverse 
approaches and tools, including the ecosystem approach. Furthermore, the BPoA 
addresses issue of integrated coastal zone management, and calls for assisting the 
establishment and strengthening of new integrated coastal zone management plans. 
Consequently, the MSI suggests SIDS to address as a priority the impacts of coastal 
development, coastal tourism, intensive and destructive fishing practices and 
pollution.  

 
M. Marine generic resources (2007) 
26. The CP achieved a general recognition on the understanding marine genetic 

resources and the services they provide. The General Assembly encouraged States 
and international organizations to continue to support, promote and strengthen 
capacity-building activities in particular in developing countries, in the field of 
marine scientific research. 

 
27. The JPOI, Agenda 21, and MSI all concur on the importance of addressing these 

issues. In particular, Agenda 21 encourages coastal States, with the support of 
international organizations, to undertake measures to maintain biological diversity 
and productivity of marine species and habitats under national jurisdiction. These 
measures might include: surveys of marine biodiversity, inventories of endangered 
species and critical coastal and marine habitats; establishment and management of 
protected areas; and support of scientific research and dissemination of its results. 
Furthermore, the MSI identifies further actions necessary to achieve the targets of 
the Convention on Biological Diversity and its Cartagna Protocol on Biosafety.  

 
N. Maritime security and safety (2008) 
28. The CP agreed that maritime security and safety is essential in promoting the 

economic, social and environmental pillars of sustainable development; and further 
recognized that a variety of international organizations, including regional and sub-
regional organizations, need to play an important and active role in the development 
and implementation of the legal regime of maritime security and safety.  

 
29. The JPOI, Agenda 21, and MSI all concur on the importance of addressing these 

issues. In particular, the JPOI details a plan of implementation for enhancing 
maritime safety, which highlights the importance of accelerating the development of 
measures to address invasive alien species in ballast water, and of encouraging 
governments to have effective liability mechanisms in place, relevant to 
international maritime transportation and other transboundary movement of 
radioactive material, radioactive waste and spent fuel.  


